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1980 YAMAHA YZ250G MOTOCROSSER

Massive changes
By The Staff of Dirt Bike

Abhoat two weeks bebore we received
the 1980 YZLHD for & tesi, a comment
was nverheard ot o local track. It went
like this; ""MNaw. |'m not gonna get me
anew Y2, All they did was stick a
reservoir on it and diddie with the
travel. I'll keep my 250F and waii till

1981

due. "'
With this sort of thooght in the hack

of our minds, we met the Yamaha folks

at Indian Cunes for the first testing sos

sjon and went over the ke I'n actual

FId | IE:-,, CARLIE TS have been SLATKCTEORE

That's when the big changes are

Without guestion, no single model
Viar has ever received suc |'| a deasiic
change from the previous one, Since
Yamaha went to the monoshock
ooncepe

Consider. The catire frame is daf
ferent. Mew cases are the base for a
Imesh EafIne -!l.'hll.:l. Forks are not anly
changed, but dramatically improved
The monoshock 1tself has been totally
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redesigned and is now adjustable over a
wide range. Even long-time ¥Yamaha
'\-\.I:J|'-i.|"\-| like the habs J|'||.| |rr.|.|r.|.'l- h...l. -
been changed and improved

Srill, changes don't mean progress (a
glance at the 1980 Husky forks proves
that); only niding and testing show
whint works. By the end of tha firss day
ol riding, four different riders had pust
in approx imately 3000 laps, In addition,
the YZ2500 was ridden and raced
regularly for over a month. We also
iook the new "G out to the desent on
i j'].l'| If,l'. . :II L3 |'|I [ = Jl_'i If_'!hl.'i (IRl iF]
arady amad Ellll; 1- B i i ||||.!:!_-|-||-.

We ar 3 ! cascil T FEPoErT thar the Y7
i5 & totally mew and improve
bike, As you spend more and more
timme with (he machine, Yol can see
that this 1980 version of the Y7 is ex
tremely close vo the works boloess of
157, This 1% ot AR exagperation, as
we have had the chance to sling a dis
creet leg over a few warks OW

LAST YEARS
WORKS BIKE?

machines, and the feel of the

production 80 unit and the works 'T9

unit is close enough 1o be uncanny
First impressions

Aside [rom the power output, the
very First thing to register on the rider
is the light feel of the Y. With previ
ous Y2150k, a certaln amount of op-
heavy weight made (15 presence known
when the bike was leaned over for a
Turn

Because of the lower structare of the
top frame section and the relocarion of
the mono unit itself, an appreciable
amount of weight has been removed
and placed lower down near the center
o pravity.

BioE |||‘:|l.-' ||-|'||_"\u ||'||\ 1|.:i|1l|:l|:||ﬂ 111
weight help in the purmns, bt the rever-
sal of the monoshock unit makes bor
simple adjusting of both preload and re-
bound damping. Even pressure check
TR E -.||'||.|'|!;'f. with the remate rescr-
viir hanging out in the open

Some care must be taken when get
ting on the gas hasd, as the front end 15
now light enough to come up under
povwer without a whale Lot of warning
Afier an hour or so 15 spent on the bike,
you' |l be able to make allowances fog
this and it*]] cease vo be of concern, but
myost of our test riders indulped in eye-
apening wheelics when exiting commers
during the first few laps of hard riding

Ih.l_ '|',:|r.';1!',.| :Iﬁ-q,l.'l||:|' I ||,|| s than ghe
FUSPHENBION woi bd b "I:.‘ih':"!" CLATER T
the tirst eight or nine hours of opers
tion until all the weals, bushings and
sliders seated 10, We never niotice
this, and felt that the suspension was
plush foom thie very lrst stroko. Od
comrse, the average dirt biker weighs
st abait the same g% we do [aboat 200
pounds or 30, 30 what felt right for us
should be righ for loe Averapge

When riding any mew test bdke fior
EHE FIESE IS |.|'_1'\-|_ CHIE Kl ::-;._ I|:'.:||:'| Wi
vy oo o s Rl the fromng end !I'l“.l‘\.ll. i
wash ot in a norn. I wee encounter
this, we can then head back to the pits
and hopehilly make adjustments to




porrect the specnng. by raising or low-
cring the forks in the triple clamps, or
playing with the preload at the reas. All
of these things have a profound efect
O STEETINE

Char first laps on the Y2 were with all
the scttings on the recommended
numbers. Rebound damping was st at
12 clicks from el firm, forks were lefit
in the as-delivered position, no air was
used in the forks and all suspension odl
levels were as recommended in the
owner' s manual for the average rider

With everything set up like that, we
were very pleased that the front end of
the Y& bit like a demon in the Hat, hard
rurns. It was not necessary oo hant for
berms to turn the bilke. Lasg year, we
reported that the Y2 "F°° moded turmed
well compared o the "E" model. [t's

safe to say that the "G is as

dramatically improved in the comers
over the "F* maode], a8 the "'F'' was
over the “E.""
Hot laps and cold lacis

After all of the test riders put ina
hanadial of |.|'|FI1.. each, we gassed up,
checked the spokes, nats and balts,
and then headed out tor longes, more
apEressive periods of riding. [t was then
that we found out that the YZ does not
tire out the rader much, even when
pushing hard. Two things made {or
this: the light weight and the ability ol
the suspension to soak up the annoying
stutier-bumps remarkably well, You
know w hat stutter-bumps are, rightd
Those chattering little ripples entening
and exiting many comers. The ones go
ing in are cased by heavy braking, and
the ones Eoang Oul are Cal et I:“." SETH
acceleration. Either way, they pound a
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rider harder than big bumps and make
ARy |‘|-|k|_' |'|.1'r|‘| (L4} :"'||11Il'|l| whien I||:|i11$:
quickly over them

The first few inches of travel—front
and rear-—on the Y amaha are very soft, |
and this belps reduce initial impact felt |
o bumps and sharp-cdged ruts |
Swrangely, theres no wallowing felt in
the urns, as one might expect lrom
such a plush initial movement

Vhere are 11.8 inches of travel ar
bhath ends, and while watching some
one ride the bike at a decent pace, yon
CHI 8¢¢ thiat most of the travel i used
gaite micely around the track. Still, the
Y2 does pot botiom out easily over bg
jumps. Truly amazimg'

When stuffing the bilke inwo a tum,
it's mot necessary 1o climb all the way
up on the tank to get the front end wo

hive, Lazier nders—like the DB lard-

Mow axhivit pipe hig 8 anormous head and bally section. it
coutld use & hoat shield to prevent lag bums

se L e e

1850 mngine it not an updated “F~ wait. Its aew from the cases
on wp. Mona reservair is movnted on the downtube this year.
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butts—tend 1o stay basically where
they plant their cheeks, especially

| when they get tired, Though ot very
! seientific, this is one surefire way to
tell if a front end sticks well in the
CINTIET S,

We also found that we could dive in
with the throttle onor off; it still held
the line well and the front tire would
ot puﬂ.‘l af ]_\I_uw Fast riders [or those
with 4 high skill level] will no doubt
extend the forks a few millimeters for
increased stability without sacnficing
thie oo turning hahits

With the standdard scrtings, the only
minoe gripe we hasd was when braking
ot a slight downhill section with
bumps. Here, the rear end would kick
upa hit and chatier. Mot enough 0 get
thie pigber ino trouble, bue enough o
make its action lelt. Back in the pits,
Ed Scheidler, the Mary Waorth of
Yamaha, made somme minoer adjust-
meents to the fork height and the re-
bound damping, and the slight hop and
chattcring wont away. A slight sacri
fice in stecring accuracy was felt by a

Trick new air Box hidas under spiffy right sicde panel, Dﬂ'#mnlrmhwmhlnd
redesigned monoshock con be seen claary hare,

few nders, while the Expert-level riders
liked Ed's adjustments better.
Fower play

Even though the Y2 is an all-new
hike, the delivery of power is simblar to
the "'F'"" model. Thas is, not a whole Lot
at the very bottom of the rpm range,
with & healthy carly mid-range. The
“ 0" model pulls much harder than the
“p** all through the range and rews ot
much further on the top with more ei-
fectiveness than the older “'F.""

The punch at mid-range is truly im-
presaive. 1t lets the rider virtoally
rocket out of & corner, And, with the
improved frame and suspension, that
blast of power is not wasted in wheel:
spin, or with the rear end swinging
wildly from side to side. The "G flat
hooks up and gers with it, As we men
tioned earlier, the only thing you have
to warch out for, is looping out under
heavy power in the lower three gears

Toget the most out af the way the
YELM delivers its power, thic bike
ahould be ridden in the Hannah
fashion. That is, exiting the cornes a

pear higher than you think you should
and fanning the clutch guickly 1o
smeak the rews up into that strong mid
range While this might sound e
complicated, it becomes matural after a
hali-howr or 80 of iding

This philosophy of sacrilicing how-
end power for mid-range and wp end is
an accepted fastory approach ina no
compromise engine. [t's fele that if you
have o lug a works 250 down at the
botvom, you shoukdn't be on it

Some riders might have troable
uiilp[im'. 1o thie way the power is de
livered on the YZ1500, but none of oaur
iest riders had any difficulty. Natural-
Iy, some comparizon must be made to
the other bikes in the 250 class, but we
canonly give you a teaser for mow. The
250 BRM has more low-end power than
the Y2, less mid-range snap and alight-
|.1_,r e £ tl_1p!]'|.1:|'l the ¥Z. Thar'z all
we'll tell vou right now . You'll have to
read the Suzuki vest next month. And
alter we get dosme with all the 2505, 4
shootout is most likely

With the kind of power that the YZ
develops, nsing the gearbox quickly
and easily is important. Last year, it
wias ofven difficuln vo upshify the Y2
under power. I just woild not go to the
next gear unless the throttle was
momentarily backed off and the clutch
used. Mow, all the rider has (o do is
leave ihie POWET Of, UsE the chatch, and
pear changes are slick amd clunk-free.

Layoui, controls and comfort

Even though the numbers tell you
that the Y2250 has g 36 8-inch saddle
height, the Yamaha = fairly low-slung
for a new-geeration long-travel bike
A 50" rider can sling a leg over it with
mit i much trouble, and onee o the
saddle, the suspension sags cnough 1o
ket that same rider vouch the grownd
casily with bath feet. The saddle also
angles fosward to mcct the gas tank and
places the rider just abmat where he
shonld he

Taller riders— those over six feet—
may not like the layout and beel of the
Yamaha. For them, it's too low amd
c r;m]-t-ﬂ with the bars coming back
and hitting them in the knees when
they iy 1o stand. Don't ask us bow
Mike Bell does it

Wecult a few inches off the stock
bars and all of the tesi riders kelt
I:u.m'.-i.q,-r with the leel. Controls are the
very nice Yamaha dog-leg levers,
which fit the hands well, but seem
owverly long in the new age of shorty
levers

Pegs are located in just about the
right position for ease of standing, and
all controls are CASY B feac hi anid wmee
without thinking about it

Uine wery welcome item is the slim
wrea below the saddle. The single shock
approach eliminates bulky side panels
that tend o push the rider's legs from
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the pegs when standing in a rearward
positian

Wi hicard a few complaints about
burns on the left leg near the knee from
the fae paart ol Ihl.'q.'l:p:n-l.ilm chamher
Shorter riders never mentioned this,
bux the six-feoters whined and
sniveled. Yamaha really should pue
some sof of & minkmal formeed wiic
heat barrier in that ares

Bits and pieces

Chur bike started much easier than
previous YZ250s, usually taking no
more than tweo or three prods, hot or
cald. Mothing gcts in the way of a
natural swing when booting the bike
over, and the kickstarter flips in neatly
amd stays there.

It takes quite a while vo warm up the
engine to whiere it run clean, but
none of the characteristic Yamaha
piston slap was noticed when the
engine was caold

A very good syitem of guides and
raollers keeps the chain from bad crazi-
ness and the swingarm pivet point and
the countershalt sprocket are very
close together.

A pewly designed air boa and lilter
are welcomed. The (" has a tapered
vwo-stage filver chat slips easily out
weithoust taking a lot of erud with it

The YZX300 is very sensitive to
minor changes in the jet needle posi-
gion. [f detonation 15 detected, one
notch richer usually does the job. Fos-
|1.1:.1111:|'|.'. the carh is casy o got Lo and
the carb cap can be unscrewed without
pwisting or removing the carb

A solid shife lever stheks out a bit
farther than we would like to see. Even
betrer . .. ome with a fokling rip, then

location wouldn't be that eritical.

The tires on our bike dikdn't seem to
wiork all that badly, especially for
srandard items. There were
Bridgestones at both ends. The rear is
billed asa 5. 10x 18, but appears 1o be no

heftier than a normal 4.50. Our chodee
for dry going would be Metzelers, or at
least a Merzeler up front

A new rear hub is found on the G
hike and it's smaller than whar we're
used to seeing on a Yammie. Stll, the

‘hrakes worked well, and we prefer the

action of this imaller unit to the way-
woo=grabby older-siyle hubs brakes

The wheelbase on the Y2 is listed at
57.3 inches, but there are nearly two
mare inches of adjustment left in the
rear axle slot. Moving the rear wheel
hack an inch or 20 has & dramantic effect
on the handling, and cross-country
riders would be well-advised toadd a
link of two and play with various set-
tings for maximum stability at highce
specids,

Az with all recent 250 YZs, the trags-
mission is a six-speeder. With the
stock gearing | 14-tooth countershal
sprocket, 48-to0th rear sprocket), the
top specd was frighteningly high. Our
hest estimate is right around 80 mph,
hascd on the readings of an [T400
riding alongsade the YZ2500 . Our es-
rimate, then, 15 a8 accarate as the [T
specdo.

Atwention to detailing is—in gencral
—encellent, with the exeeption of an
old-Fashioned thrortle, che solid ahift
lever and a sidestand that should have
been left off, It sticks cut too far and
flops around when landing. Too, genu-
ine racess should not even have a
sedlestand

Minor changes to fenders and plastic
picces complete the package, which
brings us to the all-important bottom
line:

Summativn

In their rather exiensive advert isimg
campaign, Yamaha boldly states thar,
“THE ONLY THING WE HAVEN'T
CHANCED 15 THE COLOR.** Perhaps
they should have considered that also,
because lar voo many poople arc going

I

Now it's no hassle getting to the prefoad and dampliag sdjustmaents on the mano-
shook. Just resch windler the rasr Fander and ol o whal youw wanl.

to think that the new bikes are mercly
slightly updated ' 79

I'he new Y2250 1% S0 I,:hl!l:l'.j.',j,hl andd &0
improved, that perhaps Yamaha shoald
hove driven the message home with a
variation on their familiar blazing yel-
low, Ahh, wait, Maybe they should
have just put the Hannah lighening baolt
decals on the tank. Ancl why not? The
new YEI50G is close enough to the
bike Hannah roude last year o deserve

YAMAHA YZIXS0G
Spacifications

MAME &ND MODEL ¥ vt N0
OhdiML TYPFL Torr alosn single,
L T
e wfemem G 1
irches w 2.5 mches|

BORE AND STROEKE

I:HEPI..H:EMEHT 2'Iﬂ-|: ERc LY
Rl BT
l!t"l’l'l’ HHEMM!HDEU JE'I'I'IHE
MAIN JIT 0
NEEDLE JET ra
JET NEEDALE EFig-3
MLOT JET L]
SLIDE NUMBER 3
AECOMBINDED GASOLINE Pramiinm
L CORA [N DED CHIL (NP Yamalgs A"
FUEL TAMK CAPACITY T.Bllinn 20U S
]
FUEL TANE MATERIAL [
GAS/DIL RATIO 1
LUBRICATION Dl i i — pea- iiin
AR FILTRATHON Dillend e
CLUTCH TYPE Wint, il glade
TRaMBMIGSIOMN Bin-ucmed bod e st
GEARBOX RATIOS -
1 AL
F 1812
1 ] .1Aamn
& 1,043
K. .0.5%6
L ] : : isa s 0.370
CEARING, FROMT/REAR 14/48
IGHITION Himche CO4
PRIBLARY KICK SYSTEM? Vs
RECOMMINDED SPARK PLUG . . . Champicm
R0
BILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR'
QUALITY Slsncar gy, e e ksl
far racer
EXHALST SYSTEM High-pipa
FRAME, TYPE Single deagriibe aple prsfla
WHEELRASE a5Emm 157 T inchasd

GROUND OLEARANCE 370w 103 onchasd
SEAT HEIGHT AT T.u#. e 16 B oty
STEEMING HEAD ANGLE X degrom
TRAIL I2mem 5. 18 inches
WEIGHT WITH ONE GALLON ﬂl‘ e B
recaceriy [ 74 dimy
Fhlfal R4S TERLAL Alurrinsm
Tini SiFE:
FRONT 3 00ad knolily, Brcigilons
AE&R B, 00 18 Ry, Beeogesione
BUSPEMEIDN:
FRONT_ TYFE AND TRAVEL . T il o |
i Pl B A e
REAR, TYPE ARND TRAVEL Wl
weiths fele resarvol 11,8 nehea
INTEMDED USE, MFR, rivd
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN JAn3an

PFRICE, APPROX 150
PARTE PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS:!
FIRTON ARRFMBLY . COMPLETF i3 TH
AINGS ONLY §.E4
CYLINDIRA 131,80
SHIFT LIVER §7.50
HHAKE PRIDAL e
FRONT SPAGCLET .28
DISTRIEUTOR:
‘waamabe Woinr Coep, 15 &
ﬂ!l.'.ﬁ Katwlls dwe
w, ol cerrma. SO

Wl'ﬂll.l.- RATING, FROM 0 TO 700, VARNILE
CATEGQORIES. KEEPING INTE MDED USE OF

MACHINE IN MIRD:
A Pl L NG
SUSPFENEIIN
POWER
COET
ATTENTION TO DETAIL
EFFECTIVENESS, ETONE STOCK
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