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YAMAHA YZ250F RACE TEST

Yamaha waded through 1978 like
John Wayne went through bamoom
doogs. They won everything bur the
Eentucky Derby, and probably would
hawve won that, oo, bat the officials
wouldn't lee them enter the
"ould-shaped'’ black and yellow horse

Let's see, here. World 500 MX title
Mathonal 125, 250 and 500
Championships. World road recing
title. Gad! The list bageles the ald
mind. More, Supercross. Ete., etc., ad
Aduseim or the other factory teams,

O course, a lot of the eredit must go
to a certain bMr. Hannmah, who camed
the reputation of being a one-man
wrecking crew. His riding sevle,
somewhat reminiscent of acrazed
water buffalo in heat, nonetheless
proved OverpoweTing.

Must factorics only have wet dieams
abhout attaining the resulis of 1978
Yamaha actuwally went out and

Big changes for '79

By The Staff of Din Bike

ACLE lm'r'\ll..t'l-l'l-l.'l.:l .i“. |||: !hl: ﬂkH'll(' o .].nﬂ
mire

Cruite naturally, we cxpected them
o it back on their haunches for the
yearol 1979, and offer the public the
hardwarc of the year before at
tomorrow s prices. It's only right, After
all, the conquenng army gets o rape all
of the maidens, and takes the loot from
the museums.,

At ehe Yamaha new model show, we
leoked at the lincup of bikes for '79,
afid didn'e see all that much in the way
of changes. Oh sure, they had some
slight changes, but the dirt bikes
appeared to be pretty much last year's
inon with cosmetics moved around. We
weren't even i too big a hurry to get
i f hatids om the Y7%, Y7 are hot

i _.. s -.—. ‘I' i A
Pearing under the rear lendar, ona

can see aluminum fins on the rear of
thir monoshock unit.

LOOKING OUT
FOR NUMBER
ONE

nmows, but well, . . we tested the TRs
ot too long ago and. . . kadf, kof
maybe a bit later in the year, ¢hi

At this poing, we muos: confess wa
having placed our head well up intoa
deep, dark, unspoken part of the body
leez" We coulda gotten ome of these
things early and scooped the world, but
fia. We sat on our hands and blew it

With the history, confessions and
breast-beating out of the way, let's get
ta the all-new 1979 Yamahs YZ250F
and wou'll see what the teeth-pnashing
wis all about,

First aff, it 1% a new bike. Mot a
rehash. We can leap right out and make
the statement that this Yamaha tums,
It murns like no ather Yamaha we've
eveT ridden.

Last year, Motocross Action was the
only magazine with enough integrity
i tell you that the ¥Zs didn't steer
They said that the front end pushed
il r]-:m‘l.ﬂ in flat cormers, You had ro
hit a berm to change direction.
Everybody else conveniently ignored
the fact, pursed up their lips and
proceeded to gum the exhaust plpe of
the bikes to a near death of hyper-oral
adulation

This vesr, the YZ deserves the rave
reviews it got last year. Strange how
things work, ain't it

The big changes, right up front, are;
*The swingarm pivot point and the
countershaft -q:-rnl.'krl: center have heen
meaved closer together. This should
eliminate most of the tossed chain
prochlems that haunted Yamaha riders
im the year past. Evcn the chain
tensioner has been removed from the
hike. [t's juse not needed now
*Maore travel. While seill noe in the
Elsimore, foor-long league, the new
250F sports 270mm front and rear,
This translates out 1o, . . lemme see,
carey the six. . . right aroand 10%
inches I'.11"|LIj:h
* Shifting. The gearbox works
appreciably better than those in the
past. While it's still nog
““Malco-loose,’ ' the rider doesn't have
Lo pay any particu lar attention to whae
he's doing with hig lef fooi. Just st
up or down, with or without the
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YAMAHA YZ250F RACE TEST

Farmer trouble spat on the pipa bally
has been beeled up to pravent
cracking.

Englna t:hlrm:l_n-
Istics have baan
dramatically changed
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clutch, and the desired gear can be
engaged. The 1:l|‘]';.' thi g ]qltl:[ﬂn,y. this
niew hox from perfection i= the need 1o
momentarily back off the throtle
when shifring ander full poswer.
* The steering head has been pulbed
hack 1% deprees, making the YZ2250F &
turming fool. We were dble 1o And bite
o the frome end juse aboar anywhers
Mo longer must the Y7 be considered a
berm-hunter
* Lifterent and improved power curve
You'll find more snap right off the
bottom of the rpm range Older YZa
had good mid-range and revved out
nicely, bus the rider really had to keep
the Engne hl.:zzln;q Liv gt the job done,
* Big change in the monoshock self. If
vou get down on your hands and knees
and peek in at the back side of the
momo, vou'll get a glimpse of some
aluminum finning. Take off the entire
shock and you'll see that the body, 1o
is alominum now. This translates inoo
a decent weight savings, all of it up
high
* Lighter weight, overall. By
eliminating things like vensioners and
rethinking a number of other items,
pounds have been trimmed off here and
there, bur still add up vo an appreciable
Wi u.;hl. SAVIOES overall

JUMPIN® |JACK FLASH

If you have a very sirong right leg,
you should be able to fire the Y2
F-medel up in two or three kicks. If
you're lke mose riders, chances are
it'll take you anywhere foom scven o
ten kicks 1o get the moror it off. Don’y
ask us why. It"s mot particularly hard ta
spin the engine over, but fire scems to
come only when it wants to, This
holds tnee hot o cold, Every once in a
whibe, the Y2250 would fire up on the
first or second kick and scare the hell
out of us, While the F-madel comes
with primury kickstarting capabilities,
Wi rl'll.lr.HJ ||'|E l'l:l a5 TI'I.IJI:h IO 'Iu‘r'lll.lnﬁ
to stare in neatral. The extm drag of the
clutch plaies just made kicking more
dekbiculs.

When the engine does snort to life,
revs build quickly in a zingy, nervous
fashion. Cne gets the impression that
porarer delivery will be twitchy and
hard to contml

Fortunately, when the bike is
rolling, this is nat the case. We found
the 1979 powerband tlexible and easy
to ride with. While the actual spread of
porerer is short compared to most other
2508, the Y& comes on carlier and
harder right off the working part of the
hand, There's a strong pull dovwn low,
fallowing by a big mid-range rash, then
a short, late surge. Mear the vop, the
power llattens cut, and nothing will be




gained by trying to owerrev the hike

At blirit, woe tried o nde the YZ2150
like most other 150s; that is, we tried
to keep it singing. Quickly, we found
out that it was much better to
short-ahift the YZ much like an open
class bike.

When you short-shift a 250 (even a
tonquey onej, you often find the bike in
a situation where the chosen gearis a
hit too tall for the job to be done, but
the next lowest gear will merely
overrey the engine. When this happens
on the Yamaha, all thot's needed is a
very qutick fan on the cluich, and all of
a sudden, the engine picks up some
rpm and stares to pull like a madman

serangely, this is the way Bobby
Hannah rides, We wonder if the
Yarmaha is this wiy because of
Hannah's influence, aor Hannah rides
that way because the power of the
Yamaha is such. And why did that
chicken come before the egg, oF was it
six of one and half a dozen of the other?
Whao cares and so what!

Once we got used to riding in the
Hannah fashion, we started 1o get
really hot in the corners. [t se2ems that
the YZ responds best to attacking the
corer, nailing the throttle io too high
a gar, ”Ippll‘l,ﬁ_ the clutch lever once
and balting out of the narn.

When punching the throttle in this
fashion, one tends to expect the rear
end of the bike o swing wildly ouat if
thie oy weight and traction arent just
pcrfrrl. Mot 86; the rear end of the
Yamaha felt very, very stable under
this condithon.

We told you earller that the frone end
af the bike no longer pushes or plows in
flar comners, Comblning chis with the
ngw, stable fecl of the rear end makes
the Y& very pleasant in the eormers
There was no nedd wo climb ap on the
gas cap 1o make the front end bite.

One of our test sessions wis at
Saddlehack Park on a nommnal Savunlay
race day. Here, we had thiee riders who
owned older YZs ride the hike, and we
gol their impressions. Across the
baard, they all raved abowe the waiy the
bike steered

Another thing we picked from those
same flders was that they had all
experienced gearbox trouble on the 78
bikes. One 150 Expert class rider had
been inside his gearbox exacily 14
times, biat had experienced no other
engine trouble. We checked arownd
with & few shops and pumped them for
information abowt the pearbox hassles
Apparcntly, 78 was indeed a year for
shifting blues on the YZs, across the
boand

More poking, prowling and prodding
Eotusa [-|:|.-:1i|'r]¢ answer. [t seems tha

Frotective chain rollars |lm|.r_
chain from end o and.

the tolerances on the 78 boxes were
viery close and most riders used a
normal [heavy| gearbox oil. This made
tor sluggish shifting (increased drag)
ard a lo: of neutrals. Shoemaker's
Crcle Service [who ficlds a team of YZ
riders] used a very light MTF fluid all
year and reported no gearboz problems
on the 2505 and 400s, and ecsisr
shifting. He said that those riders using
the heavier oil and missing gears were
probably breaking the gears by
jnmming s screaming englne froma
falee neutral into & gear. No gearbox
can take that kind of a boad for very
long.

The gearbox on the '79 Fs has been
changed, but it still might mot b for
riders to investigate the use of lighter
viscosity gearbox ails, just to be on the
sate side. For what it"s worth, we raced
the Y2 in two 40-minute motos and
never missed one shift.

BUMPS AND GRINDS

Suspension travel has been inereased
tovalmaost 11 inches front and rear. We
had nathing but good words for the
forks. In fact, they performed 30 well
that we never even checked the
pressures or played swinchy-swappy
with the ail. The bike was raced as
delivered.

We were also pleased with the action
of the mono rear for the first hali of a
40-minute moto, Then, some fade was
experienced and the rear end starved
lifting voo much over rolling jumips.,
We experienced a few unwanted frone
end landings

The fade never got 1o the point where
we lost control of the rear end, but
there was enough reduction in rebound

plastic and nylon nudge and guide the

i &

damping to make us moxdify the way
we approached and left several jumps
on the track. We suspect that faster
riders will fade the stock mono unit
before the 45-miaute mark is reached.
We also suspect that the great majority
of riders tn the Beginner, Movice and
Intermediate classes and Middle of the
Pack Sportiman Experts will not fade
the mano unit to the point of requiring
a reservaoir, or modification.

In addition to race testing the YZ, we
also rode the bike amound just for fun,
and even put in a full day of messing
around in the desers. While the ¥YZ
worked the whoops well at high
speeds, the riding position For
sustained fast desert running is all
wrong. For motocross, OK. For
off-road, bar and peg position would
have to be altered before the average
rider would be comfortable, By average
rider, we of course mean around 58"
and 110 pounds,

BITS AND FIECES

Well, it appears that Yamaha has
succumbed to the old floating rear
brake myth and gone that route. Quite
frankly, we found no difference
between the braking action of last
year' s IIIZIt‘L-I]l‘:l:l.qu sctup and this
year's floating eetup. We think thar
whioever sold the manofacturers this
bill of goods has a full-floating brain.
After having ridden countless bikes
with “full-lloating brakes' that
chattered like drunken chimps, we feel
the concept is overblown and next to
worthless, A properly set up standard
rear works at least as well and weighs
less. Encugh on that

Saddle beight is low, compared to
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DIRT BIKE
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1S HERE!

And it's more than just a calendar
| .. . it'sanexciting collection of
codorful DIRT BIKE action . . .
THE WAY
YOU LIKE IT!

JIRT BIKE

Tha 1973 DIRT BIKE Calandar is
also dasigned 1o ba as practical
as it is decorative,

Only $1.50
Supplies are Limitod
ORDER YOURS TODAY

1573 DIAT BIKE CALENDAR  P™2
Bax 117
Encino, Cadd, 91316

Nama
Addrnss
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State Zip

(Ploase endose §1.50 for each calendar
odansd, plus B0 conts postaps and
handing. Make chocks payable to:
Dasy/ He-Torges Publishing Company'.)
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YAMAHA YZZSOF

spot last year. Wi found the muffler to
be relatively guiet for a racer. Mot as
gilenit as a Can-Am, but decent

The saddle was plush in the center
and forward sections, and firm in the
rear. Of course, when you're perched
over the rear, much of your weight is
an the feet, go this works out fine

Char hike came equipped with LR.C,
knobbics, and these worked quite well
as long a5 we had a decent track,
However, when the track dried our and
mumed into dusty, pacicd adobe, we
yearped for the safety and security of
Metzelers, Iront and rear

Spokes came loose on the YZ with
regularity bor the first four to six bours
of riding, then settled in and required
mo further attention.

Mo nwts or bolis came boose on owr
hike, testifying to o decent preparation
job. Chain stretch was minimal

most of the other 250s on the marker.
Pegs are also a hit on the bow side,
demanding that the rider not dangle his
boots downwand when rlding through
deep s, We have noticed that most
pro Yamaha riders fide weith the balls of
their feet perched on the pegs of Y,
rather than micking the heel finsten
area over the pegs

Grips, bars and oontrols were all
wicll-liked by the various testers. Even
though the grips arc small, they seill
have a tacky, ol feel 1o them.

Some improvements have been made
to the air box. It is still not & model of
simplicity, and maintenance rates
about flve on a scale of ten. Water can
jarad will] enter the box unless taping
precaations are taken, Yoo GP riders
take note,

Brakes proved to be what you might
expect from Yamaba: excellent at bath
enads, with the (ront stupper belng
especially delighiul touse

Cerwie plastic aboumds, bue the front
lender appears unchanged from the 'T8
anit. 'l start vo sag aftera while in
the narrow section forwand of the
-E“‘IIAE-.

Our decals are still on the tank after
a full month of riding. But then, we
haven't been as sloppy as usual when
filling the tank, 50 who knows? Last
year, the decals fell off almost
a0l blﬁllll'!r.

There appears to be some
reinforcement around the front pipe
mounting area, This was a breaking

TAKING A SQUINTY-EYEL
LK AT THE BIG PICTURE

Summing up the new YEI50F is
casy. It's an excellent motocroiser
with minimal changes needed. The
waorking pro will want more travel
Everyone elsc will do well to leave the
travel os is

At last report, the asking price for a
T YE was around the $1800-plus
mark. That's a lot of money, but at
lease the buyer can rest in the
satistaction that the P-miodel is a
tovtally mew bhike, not a rchashed 'TH
package

Thie spread of power is much more
sensible and usable than on last year's
bike. Crther 2505 will beat the Yamaha
tor the first turn because they simply
put out mere okl horsepower, but the
Yamaha should beat them from corner
tor comer, if ridden in the proper
mannet

Whicn all is said and dome, llu:lu.;ll,
one salid fact remaine: This is the
best-turning Yamaha ever built. The
inside line awais. @

BEAUTIFUL SILVER HAND-ENGRAVED BUCKLE WITH
BRONZE OVERLAID DIHT RIDER. FITS 1'4" BELT.
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